
SOUTH DAKOTA SECOND CENTURY HABITAT FUND BOARD 
 ZOOM/TELECONFERENCE MEETING 

JUNE 23, 2020 
 
Board Members Present by Zoom/Teleconference:  Dr. Barry Dunn, Jim Faulstich, 
Steve Halverson, Curt Korzon, DeLon Mork, Larry Ness, Dan Rykhus, Jim Scull and Ex 
Officio Board Member Kelly Hepler, GFP Department Secretary and Gary Jensen GFP 
Commission Chair.  Others attending by Zoom/Teleconference:  Anthony Bly, SDSU 
Extension.  GFP Staff in attendance:  Kevin Robling, GFP Deputy Director, Tom 
Kirschenmann, GFP Division Director, and Executive Director, Lisa Weyer.     
 
Board Advisors Present by Zoom/Teleconference and introduced:  Matt Morlock, 
Pheasants Forever, Bruce Toay, Ducks Unlimited, Jeff Vander Wilt and Collette 
Kessler, USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service, and Paul Lepisto, Izaak Walton 
League.  
 
CALL TO ORDER AND CHANGES TO AGENDA 
President Jim Scull called the meeting of the South Dakota Second Century Habitat 
Fund board to order at 10:05 am CT and a quorum was present.  No declarations or 
conflict of interest were heard.  Weyer requested to add to the agenda discussion of 
meeting with Governor Noem. 
 
APPROVE MINUTES OF MAY 13, 2020  MEETING 
Faulstich moved to approve minutes with corrections found on page 2 of Proposed 
Advisors correcting the spelling of Izaak and the spelling of Lands on page 3 under 
Program Updates, seconded by Jensen and the motion carried unanimously by voice 
vote.   
 
FINANCIAL REPORT & PAYABLES - WEYER 
The report as of May 31st is about $1.4 million in the First National Bank checking 
account.  Working lands habitat program has about $208,000 remaining in that account 
after incentive payments and seed purchase.  The other accounts have remained the 
same as of May 31st.  In June payments were made to Pheasants Forever for the 
Precision Ag Specialist position ($147,519.00), seed purchase to Millborn Seeds of 
($29,443.62).  and ($2,000) sponsorship to MAWFA.  All expenses were approved from 
previous board meetings.  
 
The financial statements were not received by Weyer from the accountant until 
immediately before the board meeting, so they were not disbursed in advance to the 
Board of Directors for review.  Without seeing the financial statements Dunn requested 
to wait and act on them at the next meeting.   
 
 
FOLLOW UP FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
HABITAT PARTNER OF THE YEAR/CRITERIA  
Weyer gave an update stating from our last meeting a subcommittee was organized to 
work on criteria.  Korzon provided suggestions via an email that was included in the 
meeting packet.  However, Korzon had to step away from the meeting for a moment, so 
this will be put on hold to have a subcommittee meeting and bring back to the board. 
 
 
 



VISION STATEMENT/GOALS AND OBJECTIVES  
Weyer updated the board stating everyone was good with the mission statement.  
Revisions for the vision statement was made and listed in the packet.   
Discussion took place on the vision statement: 
 
Stated the Governor was focused in on pheasant hunting heritage so maybe need to go 
back and narrow the vision down.    
 
Statement could say something that would add the word hunting, so it says strong 
outdoor hunting heritage and add pheasant hunting for current and future generations. 
 
Stated to change tone to we have accomplished it for the vision statement - saying  
We have restored and enhanced pheasant habitat development and add something 
about outdoor heritage for pheasant hunting.   
 
Weyer will make some of the suggested changes and email them to the board and work 
through email to get it finalized to bring to the next board meeting. 
 
BOARD ADVISORS 
The newly selected board advisors were introduced during roll call.  They are as follows: 
 

• Matt Morlock, South Dakota State Coordinator, Pheasants Forever 
 

• Bruce Toay, Manager of Conservation Programs, Ducks Unlimited 
 

• Neal Feeken, Grassland Cons. Program Director, The Nature Conservancy 
 

• Paul Lepisto, Regional Conservation Coordinator, Izaak Walton League of 
America in Pierre 

 
WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT  
In the meeting packet, Weyer provided a quote, from Intuvio Solutions, a company that 
Mork reached out to for website development.  The quote is for $3,235.   
Weyer also got a bid, from Homeslice Marketing, in Rapid City that came in at $5,000. 
 
Weyer asked for the following for the website development quote: 

• Homepage  
• About us page 
• Donate page  
• News 
• Membership program 
• Editing capability from internal staff (Weyer or GFP). 

 
Korzon stated we should approve the quote as he has heard they are good.   
Rykhus supports moving forward, but asked if we are sure it will work seamless with all 
the promotional work that GFP is doing?  Hepler stated GFP will work with Weyer and 
website developer.   
 
Links will be provided on both the Habitat Pays and Second Century Habitat websites. 
   



Hepler made motion to approve the website development quote from Intuvio Solutions, 
seconded by Jensen and the motion carried unanimously by voice vote.  
 
FRIENDS OF HABITAT PROGRAM (CORPORATE) 
Weyer stated since the last meeting she has made some suggested changes but thinks 
it's important she has a meeting with Korzon and Faulstich to talk about the hunting 
benefit that we were going to include into some of the levels.  Weyer said she will get 
those two together and get it finalized to bring to the next board meeting. 
 
GOVERENCE 
No update 
 
GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
No update 
 
PROGRAM UPDATES 
SECOND CENTURY WORKING LANDS HABITAT PROGRAM 
Weyer provided an update stating the program currently has 4,184 total acres enrolled.  
That is 66 total contracts with 58 landowners for a total of 38 counties represented in 
our habitat program.  The incentive payment paid out so far is $627,645 and seed 
purchased to date is $162,675.  Stated she is hoping to have more come in with fall 
planting to get to the 5000-acre goal yet this year. 
 
Comments: 
Question was asked to the board what you want to do when we are out of money as 
only have 800 acres to go.   
 
Kirschenmann stated as we get closer to the enrollment of 5000 acres, we can work 
with Weyer, Morlock and our GFP staff to make sure we are recording and keeping a 
list of interested individuals to have that information available to the board for discussion 
on continuing the program. 
 
Question was asked on what the target would be to have a meaningful impact on the 
number of pheasants.  What would be our goal? 
  
Robling stated that every acre we add will improve pheasant habitat and will improve 
the number.  Finances and budgeting are always a restraint.  Believe a 50,000-acre 
goal would be ideal and would have some meaningful impact. 
 
Kirschenmann commented that we shouldn’t just focus on what we can do as an 
individual organization, but what we can accomplish with partners to complement other 
available programs. 
 
Hepler stated it’s important that we have relationship building.  The future of pheasant 
hunting in South Dakota relies on private landowners and that building of relationships.  
 
Faulstich stated it’s an awareness in the fact that the state of SD is recognizing the 
importance and value of improving habitat. 
 
Scull said he heard the Governor say she wants us to raise money.  Don’t really have a 
goal for increasing the number of pheasants.  When you look at the program and for 2 



½ years we have only enrolled a little over 4,000 acres there isn’t strong support for the 
program.   Question is are we getting good results for the money we are spending?   
 
Ness stated he has been looking at the Habitat Pays website and that we need to get 
farmers to pay attention to that and what it means for their operation.  Need to educate 
them on what they could be doing with their poor farmland. 
 
Stated if we can convince the producers to change the management of that farm or 
ranch operation and change some of their practices, we could make some progress 
regarding the impact of pheasants and other wildlife populations. 
 
Weyer stated this all speaks to how important our marketing is going to be.  Weyer said 
she will get to work on the website and once we have that we can share the information 
from the Habitat Pays website and social media to start to get that information out. 
 
Jensen stated we are going to run out of money in this fund soon where are we going to 
come up with new money?  We need a plan.  Are we going to fund raise and who is 
going to do it and how much are we going to try and raise? 
 
Faulstich stated that he agrees with Jensen and this is the time to get that message out.   
 
Weyer said that when talking with the Governor she asked what her thoughts were on a 
development director and the message she got was that it was not her desire to have a 
development director and that we could not use any of the money we received from the 
appropriations to pay for a development director.  
 
Rykhus asked is there a return from going from 5,000 acres to 7,000 or 10,000 acres or 
are we better off to use any incremental fundraising to try and accelerate the usage of 
other existing programs.  Does believe there is value in us having a program.  
 
Korzon talked about preserve hunters and stated he believes we can raise a million 
dollars if we have the right plan in asking them to donate to the Fund.  
 
Mork stated we need to raise funds and mentioned having a representative from 
Lawrence & Schiller on our advisory board. 
 
Hepler stated that the contract they have with Tourism now is with Lawrence & Schiller 
and is about $700,000 a year for three years.  The Governor stated last week that we 
need to get something out that showcases the board and what we are trying to do in the 
fundraising part of this.  Hepler stated will get some idea’s together and bring them back 
to the board.   
 
Hepler said he can send out a short summary to all the board members of what they are 
targeting for pheasant marketing. 
 
Faulstich stated concern that comes up at every meeting is the youth and in state 
hunters.   
 
Scull said we need access for in state hunters.  How do we get more of our residents 
interested in hunting? 
 



Kirschenmann said he can work with Weyer and pull together some statistics on 
licenses that best articulates the resident’s vs non-residents, preserve and non-preserve 
licenses, so can see the numbers to help with overall discussion in looking at some type 
of means to reach out to those folks in respect to the fundraising.     
 
EVERY ACRE COUNTS PROGRAM – ANTHONY BLY, SDSU Extension 
Developed a good relationship with Agtegra.  They did a social media campaign for us.  
Need to develop relationships with the large entities.  Bly said the problem they are 
having with these marginal acres right now is up against crop insurance.  The largest 
barrier right now is we are asking to essentially look into the producer’s checkbook.  
When we get their yield maps and production expenses it’s like looking at their 
checkbook and accounting.  Some are more open than others and it comes down to 
trust.    
 
A couple of things Bly wants to propose is  
(1) opening the program to the whole state.     
 
(2) Would like an incentive or data payment such as $1 per acre with a cap of some 
sort.  If they go through the process and enroll marginal lands into the program, we 
would continue to pay a data payment on that land. 
 
The Pheasants Forever had a data payment as part of their program and they have 
decided not to do it. 
 
Morlock gave an update on the Precision Ag Specialist position stating the position is 
posted and taking applications until July 10.  Will share it through Weyer for the board.      
 
Faulstich made motion to expand the area and GFP draw the line geographically, 
seconded by Ness and the motion carried unanimously by voice vote.  
 
Clarified not voting for paying for data at this time. 
 
GFP COMMISSION UPDATE – JENSEN 
Jensen stated that a pheasant marketing plan has been implemented and part of it 
involves eliminating the brood surveys.    
 
Robling gave an update to the board on how they came to the decision to eliminate the 
brood surveys. The GFP Department will be looking at possibly extending the pheasant 
season, bag limit changes and change in start date.    
 
OTHER ITEMS 
CROWDSOURCING IDEAS – UPDATE 
Weyer gave an update stating she has been working with the GFP Communications 
team trying to implement the ideas. 
 
Decided to have Habitat Day at the State Fair on September 4th, so will be very active at 
the State fair with a booth promoting Second Century Habitat Fund and habitat in 
general.  The other two ideas we are moving forward on is the Habitat of the Year 
Award, which this board is working on the criteria.  And an art contest, which will have 
the art displayed at the booth at the State Fair.  The art contest will be promoted to the 
4-H Clubs throughout the state.  Will also have some panel discussions take place at 



the State Fair.  Would like to have some of the board members involvement at the State 
Fair booth on September 4th.     
 
 
 
NEXT MEETING  - DO WE WANT TO CONTINUE TO MEET MONTHLY? 
Faulstich said we need to keep having a monthly meeting.  
 
Rykhus stated we need to meet, at least annually, with the Governor to engage her 
vision and decide what time of year is optimal for that meeting to take place.     
 
Weyer will put some dates together and submit to the board for the July meeting.   
 
Weyer will contact the Governor’s office to meet again in the future.  
 
ADJOURN 
Hepler made the motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Rykhus and the motion 
carried unanimously by voice vote. 
 
Scull adjourned the meeting at 12:05 PM CT 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Lisa Weyer, Executive Director      Date 

 

Approved by, 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Jim Scull, President         Date 


